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Message from RI President Ron Burton 
Dear fellow Rotarians,  

Our goal in 2013-14 is to Engage Rotary, Change Lives. All of us know 
that Rotary has incredible potential to do good work. It’s time to recognize 
how much more we could be doing and start working on new ways to turn 
that potential into reality. We’re going to do this by engaging Rotarians – 
by getting them involved, by getting them inspired, and by making sure that 
all Rotarians know just what a gift they have in Rotary.  

We’re going to make sure that the work we do in Rotary is solid, effective, 
and sustainable. And we’re going to make sure that Rotary itself will last – 
by committing to our goal of 1.3 million Rotarians in our clubs by the year 
2015.  

That goal is a little different from membership goals we’ve had in the past. 
The goal isn’t just bringing in new members. The goal is growing Rotary. 
The goal is making Rotary bigger, not just with more members, but with 
more involved, engaged, motivated members who will be the ones to lead 
us into our future.  

Each of us has our own reason for joining Rotary – but I believe we all 
want to make a difference. We all want to be doing something meaningful. 
That is absolutely essential for us to remember when we talk about 
membership.  
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message cont’d 

We’re not asking just anyone to join Rotary. We’re looking to attract busy, successful, motivated 
people who care. We’re asking them to take their valuable time and give it to Rotary. So if they 
say yes, and they come and join our club, then we’d better be showing them that their time in 
Rotary is well spent.  

We have to make sure that every Rotarian, in every club, has a meaningful job – one that makes 
a real difference to the club and the community. Because when you’re doing something 
meaningful in Rotary, Rotary is meaningful to you.  

In Rotary, we all have something to give. At every stage of our lives and our careers, Rotary has 
something for all of us – a way to let us do more, be more, and give more. Rotary gives our lives 
more meaning, more purpose, and greater satisfaction. And the more we give through Rotary, the 
more Rotary gives back to us in return.  

 

The World Community Service Committee was disappointed to learn the three visitors who were 
selected to join the Summer Literacy Program at Cathy Weaver School were denied entry visas 
to Canada. Christopher Cutler will be following up with the appropriate authorities to learn how 
next summer the applicants may be successful.  

The committee will welcome Anupa Jyoti Prashad in August as a guest at a Rotary Lunch to 
share her experiences working with “Unite for Sight”. Anupa Jyoti was a one of the recipients of 
funding for 2012/3 and is currently working in eye clinics in India.  

For the 2013/14 year, the committee will once again look at support for Project Muso in Mali. This 
year, we hope to partner with a group of clubs to pool funds in order to access matching grants 
through the new grants process. The current campaign is entitled “Thrive for Five”, the main goal 
of which is to ensure children in Mali reach the age of 5. 
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Gates Foundation joins with Rotary to boost polio 
endgame support  
By Dan Nixon and Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary News -- 25 June 2013   
 

Rotary International on Facebook 

An announcement at the Rotary International Convention in Lisbon, Portugal, set the stage for a bold new chapter in 
the partnership between Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in the campaign for polio eradication.    

“Going forward, the Gates Foundation will match two-to-one, up to US$35 million per year, every dollar Rotary 
commits to reduce the funding shortfall for polio eradication through 2018,” said Jeff Raikes, the foundation’s chief 
executive officer, in a prerecorded video address shown during the convention’s plenary session on 25 June. “If 
fully realized, the value of this new partnership with Rotary is more than $500 million. In this way, your 
contributions to polio will work twice as hard.”    

The joint effort, called End Polio Now – Make History Today, comes during a critical phase for the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative . The estimated cost of the initiative’s 2013-18 Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 
is $5.5 billion. Funding commitments , announced at the Global Vaccine Summit in April, total $4 billion. Unless 
the $1.5 billion funding gap is met, immunization levels in polio-affected countries will decrease. And if polio is 
allowed to rebound, within a decade, more than 200,000 children worldwide could be paralyzed every year.   

Rotary and the Gates Foundation are determined not to let polio make a comeback.  

“We will combine the strength of Rotary’s network with our resources, and together with the other partners in the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), we will not just end a disease but change the face of public health 
forever,” said Raikes.   

In 2007, the Gates Foundation gave The Rotary Foundation a $100 million challenge grant for polio eradication, and 
in 2009, increased it to $355 million. Rotary agreed to raise $200 million in matching funds by 30 June 2012, but 
Rotarians in fact raised $228.7 million toward the challenge.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-International/7268844551
http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.polioeradication.org/Resourcelibrary/Strategyandwork.aspx
http://www.polioeradication.org/Resourcelibrary/Strategyandwork.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/130425_news_summit.aspx
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=bill gates foundation end polio&source=images&cd=&docid=YxPEGp7UTDp05M&tbnid=Tws-A8gcs5ALhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://socalrotary.org/?page_id=10&ei=-GX2Ud_fI4-q4AP9oIHABQ&bvm=bv.49784469,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNEsbMjITYWleLoVhJomx8aY4pPIaw&ust=1375188847673062
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“Now is the time for us all to take action: Talk to your government leaders, share your polio story with your social 
networks, and encourage others to join you in supporting this historic effort,” Raikes added. “When Rotarians 
combine the passion for service along with the power of a global network, you are unstoppable, and the Gates 
Foundation is proud to partner with you. Let’s make history and End Polio Now.”  

Endgame strategy  

Bruce Aylward, assistant director-general for Polio, Emergencies and Country Collaboration at the World Health 
Organization -- a GPEI partner -- said that the finish line for polio eradication is in sight, but cautioned that “it is 
one thing to see the finish line; it is another to cross it.”  

Sharing details of the latest polio eradication strategic plan, he said the plan is historic in finally setting out the 
endgame, the final steps needed to wipe out polio.  

“We now have the plan to complete the program of PolioPlus,” Aylward said. “And we have the backing of you, 
Rotarians around the world, to get the job done.”  

Actress Archie Panjabi, a Rotary polio eradication ambassador, recounted how, as a 10-year-old living in India, 
she had seen children crawling along the streets, propelled only by their hands. The image troubled her for years. 
When she was asked to join Rotary’s This Close campaign in 2011, she said she realized that the children she’d 
seen were polio victims, and that by working to eliminate polio, she could help prevent others from suffering in 
that way.  

“I came to realize that we still have work to do, and how important it is for people like me -- people like you -- to 
use our voices to raise awareness of, and support for, the global effort to eradicate polio,” Panjabi said. “As a 
Rotary polio ambassador, I will continue to do whatever I can to spread the word.”  

Million dollar donation  

John Germ, vice chair of the International PolioPlus Committee, asked Rotarians to reach out to their non-Rotarian 
colleagues to raise money for polio eradication. He also introduced Sir Emeka Offor, a Nigerian Rotarian, who 
announced that he is making a new US$1 million contribution to PolioPlus.  

 



 The Rotary Club of Hamilton 
Celebrating 100 Years of Service 

August 2013 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

During a PolioPlus Advocacy workshop a day earlier, Offor had explained that his contributions to a number of 
causes are motivated by his humble origins. Now, as a successful businessman, he enjoys giving in order to help 
others avoid the circumstances he faced.  

As a Rotarian, he said he takes pride in Rotary’s good work and in the organization’s leadership in the polio 
eradication campaign.  

“I hope my means will inspire others to join the fight to end polio in Nigeria,” Offor said. “Polio can be 
eradicated in my country in my lifetime, and it will be.”  

Also during the plenary session, Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair Wilfrid Wilkinson reviewed The Rotary 
Foundation’s accomplishments, all of which were made possible by a 1960s decision by Rotary leaders to use 
Foundation grants to fund Rotary service.  

“Because of the one moment ... because of their ambition, I can look back with all of you at 50 incredible years of 
achievements through our Foundation -- lives that we have touched, lives that we have saved, lives to which we 
have brought health, education, and hope,” Wilkinson said. “And we can look ahead, in just a few years now, to a 
world free of polio.”  

 

Jeff Raikes, chief executive officer of the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

addresses Rotarians during the third 
plenary session Tuesday via a prerecorded 

video message. 
 

Actress Archie Panjabi explains 
why she agreed to be a Rotary 
polio eradication ambassador. 

Monika Lozinska/Rotary International 
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The Office of the Sergeant At Arms: 

Sergeants-at-arms have a long and distinguished history in Rotary. The organization’s first constitution 
established the position as an elected officer of the association. Werner Hencke, of St. Louis, Missouri, was the 
first to serve in the role. He was charged with maintaining order at meetings, including the convention, which 
functioned as Rotary’s legislative body in its early years. 
 
The function of the Sergeant-at-Arms is to help maintain an orderly, dignified, and effective Rotary club 
meeting, one that will make a right kind of impression on club visitors and guests.  
 
The Sergeant should be constantly on the alert to prevent any occurrence that might detract from the dignity 
and prestige associated with Rotary clubs. Specifically, the function is to handle the physical preparations for, 
and the mechanical part of, a meeting and, unobtrusively, to guide its general conduct. The Sergeant-at-Arms, 
plays an important role in the overall success of each weekly meeting. Because of the duties you perform; the 
club president is free to concentrate on conducting the meeting.  
 
Fines Levied: 

The Sergeant At Arms will levy fines for celebratory events of the members or for members who have 
achieved success. The purpose of the fines is to encourage a spirit of fun while raising funds for the good 
work of Rotary. The Sergeant at Arms does not personally benefit from these funds, all funds go to the 
Sunshine Fund.  A new fine system for this year: 

 

Rotary Sergeant At Arms 
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• All fines above $10 will provide the Rotarian with a tax receipt 
• If you have “big” news and would like to announce such, please contact the Srgt at Arms to ensure you 

get on the agenda. If you know some good news about another Rotarian, feel free to share the news 
with the Srgt. At Arms at amoroz@cogeco.ca 

• Use your smart phone to post or tweet about the Rotary Meeting without the fear of a fine 
• Spin to Win. Get fined, want to take a chance, spin the wheel of the slot machine and hit the “jackpot” 

and your fine will be reduced to $0.00 
• Toonie Thursdays. Don’t worry about the change, purchase $25.00 of Rotary Casino Chips, get a tax 

receipt, and use the Casino Chips weekly 
• Reverse Birthday. Rotary is 100 years old, so subtract your birthday years and donate your fine to the 

Rotary Forever Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Ambassador is a publication of 
the 
Rotary Club of Hamilton 
123 King Street West 
Hamilton ON L8P 4S8 
905-527-6610 
admin@rotaryclubhamilton.ca 
www.rotaryclubhamilton.ca  
 
Contributors: Rebecca Beatty, Dave 
Gruggen, Lisa Legacy, Ginny 
Mattuzzi 
Editor: Heather Moroz 
Director of Communications: Pearl 
Wolfe 
 

                   Are you on 
Facebook? Search Rotary 
Club of Hamilton and “like” us 
to receive our updates 
 
                      Follow us on 
Twitter @rotaryhamilton 

7090 District Conference 
The Rotary Club of Hamilton will once again be 
hosting a hospitality suite at this year’s 7090 
District Conference.  
The Club won the competition last year for best 
hospitality suite and has again come up with an 
amazing theme for the hospitality suite.  
Be sure to attend the conference and stop by our 
hospitality suite on Friday October 25th. 
You won’t want to miss it.  
 
For details on the conference please visit Rotary 
District 7090 web page.  
 
Please plan on joining everyone in the District on 
October 25 - 27 when we celebrate our Family of 
Rotary at the 2013 Rotary District 7090 
Conference at the Marriott Gateway on the 
Falls Hotel in Niagara Falls, Canada. There are 
early bird specials for registration.  

mailto:amoroz@cogeco.ca
mailto:admin@rotaryclubhamilton.ca
http://www.rotaryclubhamilton.ca/
http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=2013+rotary+international+theme&sa=X&biw=1326&bih=621&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZdyiSHrQyB10WM:&imgrefurl=http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/PETS.html&docid=b1PSdWmWkjxHjM&imgurl=http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/2013-RI-pix/theme2013-lg.jpg&w=350&h=489&ei=vWjMUaHsH4X_4AO3m4GgBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:73,s:0,i:307&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=171&tbnw=123&start=59&ndsp=23&tx=43&ty=57
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Take a SPIN! 
Think your fine is too high? Want to take a spin. If 

you get the jackpot your fine is dropped. If you lose, 
add a toonie to your fine 

TOONIE THURSDAYS 
Have some Happy News. What to fine another 

Rotarian. Take a Toonie and make your 
announcements. No more Happy Dollars, we are 

Canadians, it is TOONIE Thursdays! 

Celebrating the Past…     Do you 
remember a former Srgt at Arms? 
We will be bring back some of the 
past Srgt At Arms. Watch for the 

guest Srgt. At Arms during the year! 

Get Your Chips & a Tax Receipt. Purchase 
your Rotary Chips for $25.00 . Pre-purchase 

your chips and don’t worry about having 
change for fines, 

Use your smart phone..no fine 
#rotaryclubhamilton 

Or  
facebook.com/rotaryclubhamilton 

Rotary Sergeant At Arms  
2013-2014 

 

Creating the excitement of Las Vegas at the Rotary Club of Hamilton. No need for a Casino in 
Hamilton, as long as we can help the Sunshine Fund during the 2013-14 Rotary Year. Don’t 
worry about gambling, because everyone is a winner, especially the Rotary Service Projects. 

Here is how you can have fun at  
LAS ROTARY Meeting! 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=Rotary+Las+Vegas+Sign&start=141&hl=en&biw=1536&bih=695&tbm=isch&tbnid=ub-153K2YGMfjM:&imgrefurl=http://www.pelhamrotary.org/&docid=px-7vJzHQ3fCEM&imgurl=http://www.pelhamrotary.org/a/pelhamrotary.org/the-rotary-club-of-pelham-ga/home/VivaLaRotary2012.jpg&w=516&h=315&ei=rUrVUfLIIsHm0gGz_YDYAQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:44,s:100,i:136&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=175&tbnw=287&ndsp=31&tx=178&ty=66.60000610351562
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=slot+machine&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_ngk_8GjhN2e-M&tbnid=T0jAoNLbeb4ljM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-slot-machine-image12270117&ei=j0vVUbKsL8rl0QHZ-YDIDw&bvm=bv.48705608,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFnBofptVSR1zskx4dA9ct0kKdVsg&ust=1373019363866357
http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=Casino+Chips&hl=en&biw=1536&bih=695&tbm=isch&tbnid=48zkU5FWbEv7gM:&imgrefurl=http://depositphotos.com/11530962/stock-illustration-Casino-chip.html&docid=DhCy568H6nT4hM&imgurl=http://static9.depositphotos.com/1301180/1153/v/950/depositphotos_11530962-Casino-chip.jpg&w=950&h=950&ei=DEvVUfTWEsnJ0wGw3YH4Cw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:35,s:0,i:199&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=182&tbnw=206&start=14&ndsp=25&tx=70&ty=86.4000244140625
http://www.google.ca/search?hl=en&biw=1536&bih=695&site=imghp&tbm=isch&q=twitter+facebook&revid=1146813372
http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=toonie&start=150&hl=en&biw=1536&bih=695&tbm=isch&tbnid=SX8V1NXcs5s77M:&imgrefurl=http://www.muhcfoundation.com/fr/defitoonie&docid=gceUETCA2_f_oM&imgurl=http://www.muhcfoundation.com/files/sharedimages/Toonie_Logo_x250.jpg&w=250&h=223&ei=9EvVUcf6Ocqa0QG6w4GoDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:65,s:100,i:199&iact=rc&page=7&tbnh=178&tbnw=200&ndsp=28&tx=92.20001220703125&ty=83.4000244140625


 The Rotary Club of Hamilton 
Celebrating 100 Years of Service 

August 2013 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

        
                                                                                  
  
 

 

 

 

 

  

2013-2014 
Board of Directors’ 

Meetings  
 

Dodsworth and Brown, 
Robinson Chapel 
15 West Avenue 

North, Hamilton ON 
L8L 5B9 

  
Second Monday of the 

month at 5 p.m. 
Monday, July 8, 2013 

Monday, August 12, 2013 

Monday, September 9, 
2013 

Tuesday, October 8, 
2013 

Monday, November 11, 
2013 

Monday, December 9, 
2013 

Monday, January 13, 
2014 

Monday, February 10, 
2014 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Monday, April 14, 2014 

Monday, May 12, 2014 

Monday, June 9, 2014 
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Sunshine Fund Members Appeal 
A new Rotary Year and it is the launch of the Sunshine Fund 
Members’ Appeal. 
 
We want to reach 100% of members’ participation during the 
2013-14 Rotary year.  To do so we need your contribution.  
 
We need your support to continue the good work of Rotary. The 
Sunshine Fund Members Appeal is an opportunity for every 
Rotarian to confirm their commitment to the projects and 
initiatives that Rotary support. 
 
Help us reach our goals of 100% members support and to raise 
$15,000 to benefit our community. 
 

New this year is the opportunity to include your Sunshine 
Fund donation as part of your membership dues. Complete 

the donation part of the dues invoice or this donor form 
today and help us reach our goals! 

 
Thank you in advance for your support of the campaign. Every 
contribution makes a difference. 
Alex Moroz 
Chair – Sunshine Fund Appeal 

Pledge Form 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Yes I would like to support the Sunshine Fund Appeal    
$___________________ 

Payment by: 

Please circle one option: 

Cash  Cheque Visa Master Card 

Card#____________________________  
Expire:____ 

Signature:___________________________________ 
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Rotary Summer Literacy reaching new highs! 

 

The Rotary Club of Hamilton founded the Rotary Summer Literacy Program in 2001.  It was originally set up 
as a three week, half-day program that provided students at risk in the inner city an opportunity to practice 
and develop their literacy skills.  The program has evolved to be offered full days for six weeks during July 
and August. 

The Rotary Summer Literacy Program is based on a best practice Comprehensive Literacy Model.  The 
participants are provided with read alouds; reflect, relate, and response activities; differentiated instruction; 
and shared and guided reading sessions that are designed to review, reinforce, and stimulate literacy 
skills.  Although this program is heavily researched and curriculum-based the focus is still on fun- from 
offbeat plays about the books we read to crazy crafts every participant is learning and grows as a learner. 

Registration for the Summer Literacy Program is completely free.  We encourage all students to attend, but 
particularly those who are struggling with reading or writing, to register for the summer program through 
local schools, libraries and community centers.  Registration is open, and rarely capped, so that every child 
who is interested can attend the program.  

The Rotary Summer Literacy Program is designed based on extensive research.  We apply a comprehensive 
literacy approach to our programming designing activities that are deemed best practice by the Ontario 
Ministry of Education.  For example: 

·      2007: We integrated into programming the Blooms taxonomy questions, 10 new reading strategies and 
the Questioning Chart that were deemed best practice by the OME. 

·      2008: We focused heavily on differentiated instruction.  Instead of one carbon copy product our students 
were given choice.  This engaged the 150 to 200 students a day producing higher quality work.   

·      2009: We partnered with Apple Canada and integrated technology into our daily writing lesson.  This 
approach greatly improved our junior writing skills.   

The Rotary Club of Hamilton has been the lead organization of the program since its inception.  Over the past 
12 years, Rotary has provided the time, talent, and funding to keep the program running year after 
year.  Without the Rotary Club of Hamilton the Summer Literacy Program would not exist. 
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The Rotary Summer Literacy Program Goals are: 

To maintain or improve the program participant’s reading level as evaluated at the beginning of the program. 

To maintain and improve all program participant attitudes towards school and learning as evaluated at the 
beginning of the program. 

To help develop positive members of our school communities and the City of Hamilton. 

These program objectives have remained consistent the length of the program.  Each year the program is 
evaluated and conclusions are made about the effectiveness of the program based on the research.   

The Rotary Summer Literacy project received funding through the City of Hamilton Community Services 
Grants. In addition to this funding, we have partnerships with the YMCA, HWDSB and Hamilton Public 
Library. The additional funds to offer this free summer literacy program are a result of fundraising efforts of 
the Rotary Club including the Sunshine Fund Members’ appeal, the special events and in 2013, the 100th 
Anniversary Fundraising Campaign – the Gift of Literacy, to celebrate the Rotary Club of Hamilton 100th 
anniversary. 

The program has seen much growth since its inception in 2001. The 2013 program saw all three two- week 
sessions filled to capacity. We increased our commitment to hiring at risk youth and increased the Leaders in 
Training Program. Rotary will continue to grow and change to meet the growing needs of the Rotary Summer 
Literacy Program. 
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